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Gender mainstreaming is a process

• Gender mainstreaming is the process of assessing the implications for women, 
men and people with diverse gender identities of any planned action—including 
legislation, policies or programmes—in all areas and at all levels.

• It is a strategy for making the concerns and experiences of women, men and 
people with diverse gender identities an integral dimension of the design, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programmes. 

• This is done so that all individuals may benefit equally—so that inequality is not 
perpetuated.

Definition from OHCHR

https://www.ohchr.org/en/women/gender-integration


Gender mainstreaming is not “women only”

It is…

• Bringing the different experiences, 
knowledge and interests of women, 
men and people with diverse gender 
identities, on policy and development 
agendas. 

• Considering rethinking and modifying 
our development planning, to ensure 
all people will benefit equally- and not 
perpetuate inequalities.

• Working towards transforming social 
and institutional structures for 
gender equality.



Data in a nutshell
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Avoid perpetuating inequalities and 
reinforcing gender stereotypes

Women’s and Children’s Family
Praising between mother-in-law 
and daughter-in-law



Gender Analysis

Gender 
mainstreaming 
requires an 
analysis of how 
gender impacts 
the human 
rights of 
everyone



Gender Analysis Framework

• Differences in 
roles

• Difference in 
needs

• Different levels 
of power

• The impact of 
these difference 
in their lives



Gender Integration Continuum 

Take economic empowerment as an example:
1. No considerations of different needs 
2. Targeted skills training to women and men 
3. Cultivate women-led businesses
4. Favorable and enabling environment

• Results
• Process: all actions, all levels, always



Gender Equality Marker

https://unsdg.un.org/resources/unct-gender-equality-marker-guidance-note

https://unsdg.un.org/resources/unct-gender-equality-marker-guidance-note


UNCT Gender Equality Marker Guidance Note 



UNCT Gender Equality Marker Guidance Note 



UNCT Gender Equality Marker Guidance Note 



UNCT Gender Equality Marker Guidance Note 





From paper to practice

Gender disaggregated data collection
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Individuals in the 
households

Households

• No family member can answer for you.

• Family members, village officials, 
friends and neighbors should not be in 
the same room as much as possible 
during the interview.

• Ensure that interviewees, especially 
vulnerable groups, women, and other 
groups, are interviewed in a 
comfortable, private environment with 
a sense of trust and security.

• The interviewees are distributed as 
evenly as possible across income 
classes and social groups.



女方没有资产

女方有资产

P-value: < 0.0001

R-squared: 0.500081

P-value: 0.579817

R-squared: 0.0073585

In households where 
women own assets, their 
income is closer to that 
of men. 

Total independent income (color-coded by whether the woman owns assets)
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Woman has assets

Woman has no 
assets

Own assets (female)



女方会使用电脑、
车辆或机械

女方不会使用电脑、
车辆或机械

P-value: < 0.0001

R-squared: 0.436832

P-value: < 0.0001

R-squared: 0.204252

In households where 
the women can use 
computers, vehicles 
or machinery, their 
income are closer to 
that of men. 

Total independent income (by whether the woman can use computers or vehicles and other machinery)

The woman can use 
computers, vehicles 
or machinery

The woman can’t use computers, 
vehicles or machinery

T
o

ta
l F

e
m

a
le

 I
n

co
m

e

Total Male Income

Do you use computers, vehicles, farm machinery, etc.? (female)



Substantive equality is needed

• Numbers of women who owns bank 
accounts (household owner in 
charge): 9/37

• Women as board members: 3/5- but 
all are family members

• Image on the cover page
• Not the board members of the 

cooperative

Women’s role in agricultural cooperatives



• Biased social norms
Lack of gender 
awareness

• Unfavorable policies 
and regulations

• And more…

Enabling environment is needed



Women’s needs are clear

• Women’s ability or desire to use and control 
productive assets is generally low. Even 
women in households own machineries and 
vehicles, they generally do not know how to 
use them. 

• The inability to use machineries sometimes 
impairs their resilience to risks: a woman 
reported giving up growing food crops after 
husband died, who was the only person who 
knew how to handle a rice grinder in the 
family. 



Qing Wang 
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