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Introduction

• Annual growth rate of Agri sector – 13%

• Contribution to the GDP - 16.5% (2006)

• Population engaged in agriculture- 32%

70% of the rural population depend on 

agriculture, out of them 25% to 30% live in 

below the poverty level



Introduction……

• Per capita consumption of many food 

items below the minimum nutritional 

requirement level

• 32% of the country’s food requirement 

imported spending million dollars



Per Capita Availability of Calories, Proteins and Fat 
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Production, Imports and Availability of Rice
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Production, Imports and Availability of Pulses
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Introduction……

• Productivity of local food crops remain at a low 

level and it has not been able to reach the 

potential yield of Rice and Other Field Crops 

(OFC)

• 730,000 ha are available for paddy cultivation 

out of which only 120,000 ha are left and 

130,000 ha suitable for supplementary crops 

and 40,000 ha remain uncultivable



Composition of exports 

(Rs million): 1997 -2002
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Soaring Food Prices

• As part of the food commodities are 

imported, and the production cost of the 

local production has been increased the 

food prices gone up similar to the global 

situation.
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Reasons For Increasing Price

• Dependant on imports

• Increased production cost due to high 

input costs (specially petroleum products)

• Unreasonable sales make ups (Retail 

margin)





Government Policies

• To overcome the adverse effect to the 

economy, Government has launched very 

effective measures and already it has 

shown satisfactory results.



Government Policies…….

• Introduction of “Api Wawamu Rata Nangamu” (Let’s 
Cultivate and Uplift the Nation), National Campaign to 
Motivate Domestic Food Production  Programme

• Extension of Granery Area programme

• Introduction of CESS tax system for imported food items

• Promotion of organic fertilizer production and 
application



Introduction of CESS Tax 

• To encourage the local production the 

government recently introduced a CESS 

tax on all imported food commodities





Objectives



National Food Production Drive 

Programme
• Provide incentives to cultivate abandoned cultivable 

lands

• Development of infra-structure facilities to cultivate 
abandoned lands

• Provide technical packages to establish urban home 
gardens

• Conduct competitions to select the best home garden in 
different categories (Urban, rural, Government 
residence, Offices etc.)

• Conduct awareness programmes on available 
technology

• Promote school home gardening

• Promote appropriate farm machinery



National Food Production Drive 

Programme
Selected crops

• Paddy

• Other field crops (Maize, Chili, onion, Black gram, Green gram, 
Cowpea, Groundnut)

• Fruits (Banana, Papaw, Pineapple, grapes, Mango, Delum, 
avocado, mangusteen, Rambutan)

• Vegetable (Beans, Brinjal, Okra, Wing beans, Root crops) 

• Spices



Granary Area Programme (GAP)

• Approximately 113,000 ha was covered 

under this programme in high potential 

major irrigation areas where the average 

paddy yield has reached around 6.0 t/ha. 

In the future further extend of 164,000 ha 

will be covered and it is expected to 

increase the national average paddy yield 

from 4 t/ha to 5 t/ha.



Production and Utilization of 

Organic Fertilizer

• Through promoting production of organic 

manure it is expected to reduce the importation 

of chemical fertilizer by 25% within the next  3 

years. 

• Training programmes, awareness programmes

and field demonstrations will be organized in 

compost production 

• Local government authorities will be encouraged 

in effective waste management



Promotion of Appropriate Farm 

Machinery

- To minimize the use of chemical fertilizer

- To minimize the use of Agro Chemicals

- To increase the water use efficiency

- To reduce the post harvest losses

- To encourage to use machinery     

effectively



For Paddy Cultivation



FMRC 6 Row Transplanter



FMRC 4 Row Transplanter 



FMRC automated Transplanter 



4 Row bucket seeder



FMRC 6 row drum seeder (new)



Weeders

Cono weeder

Self propelled 
weeder



Hand tractor attached paddy reaper



Combine Harvester Attachment 

for Hand Tractor

Objective:
To use hand tractor 
as a Combine 
Harvester in the 
harvesting season



Hand tractor coupled High capacity thresher



Seed Paddy Cleaner



For Maize



Manual Seeder



Hand  tractor coupled seeder for 

Pulses and Maize



Maize and pulses cultivation

Weeding

Weeding and Ridging



Axial water pump for irrigation



Hand Tractor attached multi-crop 

Thresher 



Machineries for other crops



Potato Digger



Sesame / Finger millet seeder



Finger Millet thresher 



Ground Nut Decorticators

Manual Electrical



Pruning Tools



Manual weeders



Fruit Harvesters



Pulse Processing Machine



Testing and Evaluation



Testing and Evaluation of all kinds of 

Agricultural Machineries




